
UC SAN DIEGO
RADIATION ONCOLOGY
CLINICAL CLERKSHIP

Takafumi Suzuki



1. What's San Diego like?

2. UC San Diego Health

3. Radiation Oncology

4. My Course

5. What's the Difference?  

6. My Achievement

Contents



What is San Diego like?



Southern California



America 's finest city



Surf city





Fightertown 



UC San Diego Health



UCSD 
Health

Downtown

UCSD 
Medical Center 

Hilcrest

UCSD 
Campus

Location

San Diego county



Facilities 
Jacobs Medical Center, Thornton Pavilion
- 2 inpatient hospitals with 483 beds 



Moores Cancer Center and PET/CT Center
- outpatient hospital for radiation/chemotherapy



- Level Ⅰ Trauma Center (Emergency Room)
- Cardiovascular Center
- Glaucoma Center



Radiation Therapy(RT)

●Purpose of RT
- Curative; kill cancer 
- Palliative; kill pain, not cancer
(eg; bone mets of lung cancer)  

●Types of RT
- External Radiation; linear accelerator 
- Internal Radiation=Brachytherapy
(eg; prostate/GYN cancer)

“Local” therapy v.s. chemotherapy(systemic therapy)



UCSD Radiation Oncology

- Moores cancer center + PET/CT Center 



UCSD Radiation Oncology

- 16 radiation oncologists and 11 residents
- Dosimetry office
- 4 linear accelerators
- 2 Brachytherapy(internal radiation) units
- simulation CT and MRI



- Example of My Schedule 
My Course

07:30 Lecture for Resident
09:00 Consultation with attending physicians
12:00 Chart Round
13:00 Dosimetry and Radiation Therapy
15:00 Follow-up



1. Specialization and Subdivision
●Additional Specialists
- Medical Physicist; supervisor of RT
- Dosimetrist; specialist of radiation mapping

What’s the Difference?

Medical Physicist

I’m 
supervising 
RT together 
with M.D.



1. Specialization and Subdivision
●Additional Specialists
- Medical Physicist; supervisor of RT
- Dosimetrist; specialist of radiation mapping

What’s the Difference?

Dosimetrist

I’m mapping 
radiation sites 
and doses!

I draw radiation 
area like this.



1. Specialization and Subdivision
●Additional Specialists
- Medical Physicist; supervisor of RT
- Dosimetrist; specialist of radiation mapping

What’s the Difference?

Radiation 
Oncologist

Radiation 
Technologist NurseMedical 

Physicist
Dosimetrist



2. “Evidence-based” Informed Consent

Because NEJM 
says so. 

Not sure why I 
gotta have that 
radiation, doc?



Side effects of 
hormone therapy 

will be… 

3. Options for Treatment

Hormone 
therapy

Chemo

Surgery

Radiation

Doc, I don’t want 
these side effects, 

even if it’s good for 
my cancer…

Radiation 
sounds 

good for 
me.

What about 
Radiation? 
Side effects 
are… But, 

they would be 
smaller. 

Complication 
of surgery will 

be… 



- Know the difference in the practice of 
radiation oncology

- Realize what we are now 

- Learn what we need to develop

- Polish English skill

My Achievement



- Learn to surf in southern California



Thank you!

This program was supported by GUSHINKAI  and 
KOUENKAI, School of Medicine,  Yokohama City University


