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These two courses are conceived as an iteration of “lapanese Mythology,”
a thematic seminar held last winter on the first extant book of lapan, the
Kajiki. On that occasion, early passages from the book were examined and
discussed in a transdisciplinary approach (which included mythology,
philology, history, and anthropology). In these two courses we will take up
the Kojiki narration in the marriage of the couple lzanaki-lzanami. New
myth narratives will be analyzed in detail, with a focus on those that touch
on the meaning of life and death.

We will provide comparisons with similar sections from coetaneous texts
such as the Nihon shoki. Further, in the interest of enhancing the
understanding of the original writing (kanbun), we will discuss philological
details as well. The tools for teaching this course are primarily the Kojiki
text itself and a wide variety of scholarly commentaries, ranging from the
Kojiki-den of Motoori Norinaga (18th century) to the most updated
research on the subject (i.e., “Kojiki studies” of Kokugakuin University).
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