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University of Oxford, Nuffield 
Department of Internal Meidcine 

The John Radcliffe Hospital (JRH)  

 

 

Nuffield Department of Clinical 
Medicine 

• Has wards and emergency units 

 

 

The hospital 

The emergency  

assessment unit 

The ward 



Medical students in the U.K 



Different medical education 

Ward round in JRH 

• 15min per patient 

 Takes long time for communication. 

• Students are often responsible for;  

 Presentation of the case 

 Physical examination 

 Taking patient notes 

 Taking blood 

 

Ward round in Japan  

• 3min per patient 

 Talks are usually in the absence of 
patients. 

• Students are often responsible for; 

 Presentation of the case 



Different medical education 

Emergency Service in JRH 

• Mainly referral from general 
practitioners (GPs) 

 

• Students are often responsible for; 

 Medical interview and examination 

 Taking blood 

 Cannula 

 Blood culture 

 

 

Emergency Service in Japan 

• Mainly without referral 

 Walk-in or ambulance 

 

• Students are often responsible for; 

  Observing 



Bed –side 
Learning  

Education 
System 

Students’ 
Attitude 

Patients’ 
Expectation 

Patients expect a 

lot of medical 

students. 

Patients usually 

do not expect 

students at 

hospital. 

 Clinical skills are assessed 

regularly. 

 Students are counted on as a 

medical staff. 

 Clinical skills are rarely 

assessed. 

 Few opportunities to practice 

clinical skills. 

Motivated to 

improve clinical 

skills. 

Tend to 

concentrate on 

textbooks.  



Take home messages 
• Medical education in the U.K. is focused on clinical skills 

 Students’ contribution to their medical team. 

 Good supervising. 

 

• Communication skill should be supervised as well as other clinical skills. 
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